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This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims: 

1 . (amended) A method of adding a component into an industrial control 
^v4ee multi-component electronic device , the indu s trial c ontr ol devi c e multi-component 

electronic device providing a set of resources having types and version numbers, the 
method comprising the step»s of: 

(a) determining a recj^iired resource list of types and version munbers of resources 
required by the component; 

(b) linking attaching to\he component a link to the required resource list to the 
component; 

(c) executing a loader proWam to compare the required resource list with the 
predetermined set of resources anc 

(i) when the entire required ^source list, including the types and version numbers, 
match the set of resources, adding the^component to the indu s trial control device multi- 
component electronic device ; and 

(ii) when less than the entire reqi!dred resovirce list, including the types and version 
numbers, match the set of resources, detemiining the types and version numbers of the 
missing resources and searching for the missing resources according to a predefined 
search strategy. 

2. (amended) The method of claim 1 ^herein the component is selected fi-om fee 
a_group consisting of^^ hardware components including hardware and files, and resources 
including files only. 

3. (original) The method of claim 1 includiW the step of (c)(iii) when a missing 
resource is not found in the search strategy, providing^a notification to the user of the type 
and version of the missing resources not found. 

4. (amended) The method of claim 4-3_wherein resources are selected fi-om 
th©-a^group consisting of^^ hardware resources including hj^dware and files, and software 
resources including files only. 

5. (original) The method of claim 1 wherein the pred^ned search strategy 
begins the search with a directory of a source of the com| 
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6. (original) The method of claim 1 wherein the predefined search strategy 
includes searching at least one predetenrpned Internet location. 

7. (amended) The method of claim 1 including further the step of : 

(c) (iii) when a missing resource found in the search strategy is a resource having a 
type but not a version identical with a clorresponding resource in the set of resources, 
adding the missing resource to the i n dustri al control device multi-component electronic 
device without removing the corresponding resource. 

8. (amended) The method of ilaim 6-7^wherein the corresponding resource is in a 
common directoiy and the new resouipe is placed in a directory unique to the resource. 

9. (original) The method of dlaim 1 including further the steps of: 

(d) determining upward complatibility between different version numbers of 
resources of a given type, upward compatibility indicating that a resource of a later 
version number fully supports the feajtures of a resource with an earlier version number; 

(e) linking the information about the compatibility to the resources; 

(f) when a missing resource fiund in the search strategy is a resource having a 
type identical with a corresponding resource in the set of resources but a later version 
number, replacing the corresponding resource with the missing resource only when the 
missing resource is upwardly compatible with the corresponding resource. 

10. (original) The method of claim 1 including further the steps of: 

(d) determining upward compatibility between different version numbers of 
resources of a given type, upward compatibility indicating that a resource with a later 
version number fully supports the features of a resource of an earlier version nvunber; 

(e) linking the information about the compatibility to the resources; 

(f) when a missing resource f )und in the search strategy is a resource having a 
type identical with a corresponding r ;source in the set of resources but an earlier version 
number, using the corresponding res( urce instead of the missing resource only when the 
corresponding resoiurce is upwardly qpmpatible with the missing resource. 
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1 1 . (amended) The method of claim 1 whpein the set of resources is determined 
by a program searching the indu s trial control devp emulti-component electronic device 
prior to step (c). 

12. (amended) The method of claim 1 /therein the set of resources is listed in an 
available resource table in the indu s trial control device muhi-component electronic device 
and wherein step (c) compares the required resource list with the available resource table. 

13. (amended) The method of claim/ 44- 12 wherein the available resource table is 
generated at least in part by manual entry on the resource. 

14. (amended) The method of claim 4412 -wherein the available resource table is 
generated by the step of a program searchjpg the industrial control device multi- 
component electronic device . 

15. (amended) The method of cjfaim 4412 wherein the available resource table is 
generated as components are loaded. 

16. (amended) The method of jblaim 4412 wherein the available resource table 
includes a listing of components using/each resource. 

17. (amended) The method of claim 4416 including the step of: 

(d) adding th©-a_resource to th'e available resource table in the listing of 
components using each resource for jhe resources of the required resource list. 

18. (amended) The method pf claim 4S-16 further including the steps of: 

(e) accepting a component deletion instruction; 

(f) deleting the component fi[om the i n dus t ria l control device multi-component 
electronic device ; 

(g) reviewing the available ijesource table to find all the resources associated with 
the component; and 

(h) deleting all resources idfentified in the step (f) unless the available resource 
table indicates a component other yian the component being deleted in the listing of 
components using the resource. 

19. (amended) The method of claim 4g-18 including the step of: 
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(i) deleting the resource from all listing of (jomponents associated with resources 
of the available resource table. 

20. The method of claim 47-19 further including the step of (j) notifying the user 
of resources identified in the step (f) wherein me available resource table indicates a 
component other than the component being djeleted in the listing of components using the 
resource. 

21. (new) A multi-component ele^onic system comprising: 
a multi-component device providing a set of resources having types and version 

numbers, the method comprising the stens of: 

a component suitable for the mmti-component device and having a link to a 
required resource list holding types an^ version numbers of resources required by the 
component; 

a loader program executing tc 

(i) compare the required resoiirce list of a component with the set of resources; 

(ii) when the entire required/resource list, including the types and version 
numbers, match the set of resourcejs, allowing addition of the component to the multi- 
component electronic device; andi 

(iii) when less than the entire required resource list, including the types and 
version numbers, match the set off resources, determining the types and version numbers 
of the missing resources and seeching for the missing resources according to a 
predefined search strategy. 

22. (new) The multi-cpmponent electronic system of claim 21 wherein the 
component is selected from a group consisting of hardware components including 
hardware and files, and resources including files only. 

23. (original) The multi-component electronic system of claim 21 wherein the 
loader program fiirther provipes a notification to the user of the type and version of the 
missing resources not found] 



24. (new) The met) 
consisting of: hardware 
including files only. 



od of claim 3 wherein the resources are selected from a group 
resC)iu-ces including hardware and files, and software resources 
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25. (new) The multi-component electdbnic system of claim 21 wherein the 
predefined search strategy begins the search v^th a directory of a source of the 
component. 

26. (new) The multi-component eleitronic system of claim 21 wherein the 
predefined search strategy includes searching at least one predetermined Intemet location. 

27. (new) The multi-component eldbtronic system of claim 21 wherein when a 
missing resource found in the search strateay is a resource having a type but not a version 
identical with a corresponding resource in me set of resources, the loader program adds 
the missing resource to the multi-componept electronic device without removing the 
corresponding resource. 

28. (new) The multi-component Electronic system of claim 27 wherein the 
corresponding resource is in a common (^rectory and the new resource is placed in a 
directory unique to the resource. 



29. (new) The multi-componei 



electronic system of claim 2 1 wherein the 



resources link to information about up^^ ard compatibility between different version 
numbers of resources of a given type, upward compatibility indicating that a resource of a 
later version number fully supports the/features of a resource with an earlier version 
number; 

and wherein when a missing r^ource foimd by the loader program in the search 
strategy is a resource having a type identical with a corresponding resovirce in the set of 
resources but a later version number, me loader program replaces the corresponding 
resource with the missing resource only when the missing resource is upwardly 
compatible with the corresponding resource. 

30. (new) The multi-component electronic system of claim 21 wherein the 
resources link to information about upward compatibility between different version 
numbers of resources of a given typje, upward compatibility indicating that a resource 
with a later version number fiilly st pports the features of a resource of an earlier version 
number; 

and wherein when a missinj i resource found by the loader program in the search 
strategy is a resource having a type identical with a corresponding resovuce in the set of 
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resources but an earlier version number, the leader program uses the corresponding 
resource instead of the missing resource onljy when the conesponding resource is 
upwardly compatible with the missing resot^ce. 

31. (new) The multi-component electronic system of claim 21 wherein the loader 
program searches the multi-component electronic device to determine the set of 
resources. 

32. (new) The multi-componeny electronic system of claim 21 wherein the set of 
resources is listed in an available resoum:e table in the multi-component electronic device 
and wherein the loader program comp^es the required resource list with the available 
resource table. 

33. (new) The multi-component electronic system of claim 32 wherein the 
available resource table is generated at least in part by manual entry of the resource. 

34. (new) The multi-component electronic system of claim 32 wherein the loader 
program updates the available resource table as components are loaded. 

35. (new) The multi-comppnent electronic system of claim 32 wherein the 
available resource table includes aflisting of components using each resource. 

36. (new) The multi-component electronic system of claim 35 wherein the loader 
program adds a resource to the available resource table in the listing of components using 
each resource for the resources of the required resource list. 

37. (new) The multi-copiponent electronic system of claim 35 wherein the loader 
program further: 

(iv) accepts a componerit deletion instruction; 

(v) deletes the component from the multi-component electronic device; 

(vi) reviews the availagle resource table to find all the resources associated with 
the component; and 

(vii) deletes all resources identified in the step (vi) imless the available resource 
table indicates a component o her than the component being deleted in the listing of 
components using the resource 
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38. (new) The multi-componem electronic system of claim 37 wherein the loader 
program further deletes the resource fr^m all listing of components associated with 
resources of the available resource table. 

39. (new) The multi -component electronic system of claim 38 wherein the loader 
program further notifies the user of resources identified in the step (vi) wherein the 
available resource table indicates a component other than the component being deleted in 
the listing of components using the resource. 



QBMKEMIOOOS. 97150\548 1 97 0 . 1 



